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Fig. 1. The type skeleton of “Aelurognathus” parringtoni (VON HUENE, 1950), GPIT RE/7133, as mounted at the Palaeontological 
Museum of Tübingen University. – Total length is about 170 cm.

Fig. 2. Lower jaws of Katumbia parringtoni (VON HUENE, 1942) from the Kawinga Formation (Tatarian) in comparison. – A–B. GPIT/
RE/7113 A from Usili, Ruhuhu Basin, southwestern Tanzania. This specimen was found as stomach content of the gorgonopsid “Ae-
lurognathus” parringtoni (VON HUENE, 1950). A. Dorsal view. B. Left lateral view (inverted to allow for better comparison). 
C–D. Specimen UMZC T791 from Katumbi Viwili, Ruhuhu Basin, southwestern Tanzania. C. Symphyseal region in dorsal view, 
D. Right lateral view (C and D modified from ANGIELCZYK 2007). – Abbreviations: d.d.s. = dorsal dentary sulcus, l.d.s. = lateral den-
tary shelf.
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situated far posterior to the anterior mandibular margin. 
The latter is also the case in the giant Rhachiocephalus. 
Pachytegos is an endothiodontid that retains postcanine 
dentition. Identification is therefore not possible with any 
of these genera. The specimen is consequently identified 
as Katumbia parringtoni (VON HUENE, 1942).

5. Conclusions

Prior to the description of the lower jaw of Katumbia 
parringtoni, it remained impossible to identify the speci-
men found as stomach content of “Aelurognathus” par-
ringtoni further than “unidentifed dicynodont” or “ano-
modont”. With the new information now at hand due to the 
description of additional material of the long-misunder-
stood and enigmatic “Cryptocynodon” parringtoni by AN-
GIELCZYK (2007) it was easy to identify the historical spec-
imen with this small and rare component of the dicynodont 
fauna of the Kawinga Formation. There are few clear in-
stances where active predation or scavenging in Permian 
terrestrial ecosystems could be documented, only one of 
which includes non-mammalian synapsids (EATON 1964; 
MUNK & SUES 1993; REISZ & TSUJI 2006). Here now is clear 
evidence not only that gorgonopsians indeed ate dicyno-
donts, something assumed for quite a long time, but also 
that a particular taxon of dicynodont, Katumbia par-
ringtoni, was among the prey of a particular taxon of gor-
gonopsian, “Aelurognathus” parringtoni. It can not be de-
cided, however, whether the Katumbia specimen fell vic-
tim to active predation or was scavenged upon, both 
possibilities are plausible with the data at hand.

It is only through such exceedingly rare findings, that 
we can get a picture of predator-prey relations in ancient 
ecosystems that come anywhere close to the truth. Future 
findings from East Africa and elsewhere will hopefully 
help to improve our understanding of these relations 
among the therapsid-dominated terrestrial ecosystems of 
the late Permian of Gondwana, something that is highly 
important also for any meaningful discussion of the ef-
fects of the P/Tr-event on these terrestrial ecosystems.
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